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TO. JOHN HERBERT BROWN, ESQUIRE, OF 
WEYMOUTH, 


Member of the Society which professes io suppress vice, but endea- 
vours to suppress virtue, and Visiting Magistrate for Dorches- 
ter Gaol. 


Sir, Dorchester Gaol, June 18, 1825. 
In a book called the Wisdom of Solomon, chap. 5, verses | to 4, 
may be found the following words. 

1. Then shall the righteous man stand in great boldness before 
the face of such as have afflicted him, and made no account of his 
labours. 


2. When they see it, they shall be troubled with terrible fear, | 


and shall be amazed at the strangeness of his salvation, so far 
beyond all that they looked for. 

3. And they repenting and groaning for anguish of spirit, shall 
say within themselves: This was he, whom we had sometimes in 
derision, and a proverb of reproach: 

4. We, fools, accounted his life madness, and his end to be 
without honour. 

These verses are very applicable by me to you and to your col- 
jeagues. You are a member of the above mentioned society and 
a visiting magistrate for Dorchester Gaol, and if you have not 
been my active persecutor, you have, atleast, in each of these ca- 
pacities, been a passive one. You have cowntenanced the persecu- 
tion which | have received from the Vice Society and from the 
Visiting Magistrates of Dorchester Gaol, and though you often 
shew your face,to me, you have never said one word to justify 
your conduct, nor to shew mine to have been wrong. Ithas been 
one of the anomalies of my persecution, that, when sentenced to 
imprisonment, | was, for the purpose of further torture, thrown 
into the hands of those, who had subscribed their names and 
clubbed their money to prosecute me toa Gaol. I confess, that I 
have a better opinion of you than of some of the other and more 
active visiting magistrates. All that I have ever heard of you 
has been good report. Your countenance carries a benignity and 
an independence in it, unlike the imbecile servility exhibited in 
the face of old William Morton Pitt, unlike the black scowl of 
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Frampton and Wollaston, and very unlike that compound of hy- 
pocrisy, tyranny, and the priest, visible in the face of Dr. Eng- 
land. There is another circumstance that has given me a some- 
what more favourable opinion of you, than of some of the other 
visiting mags. -In January, 1823, when | was in the fourth year 
of my imprisonment and had scarcely been allowed the sight of a 
friend,in comparison with those who had been turned away with- 
out seeing me, the Visiting Magistrates, in shewing a disposition 
to relax their severity on that point, shewed a disposition also, to 
deny, that they had any knowledge of any friend having been 
turned away on application to see me. Before you all, I convict- 
ed Dr. England of being a wilful and brazen-faced liar on this 
point, with reference to the personal application to him for ad- 
mission to see me by a Mr. Whicker of Portersham, in this coun- 
ty, and by a Mr. Marrianof Birmingham. Mr. Marrian has again 
lately been with me and was surprised, that even a doctor of divi- 
nity, that is, a doctor of lying, could lie so barefacedly: and 
though I never saw Mr. Whicker afterwards, I had his letter in 
confirmation of my assertion, and I have since heard a most ludi- 
crous detail, that he has given in different public companies, in 
this county, of the manner in which he was met, on application 
to see me, both by our very pleasant Gaoler and Dr. England. I 
wish some kind friend would ask Mr. Whicker if he received a 
letter from me in January 1823. I was assured, by the bearer to 
whom I entrusted it, that he did; but I have always doubted it. 
I hope I have Dorset readers enough vow to put the question. 

At that time, when I called upon the whole body of the Visiting 
Magistrates to erase a wanton falsehood that had been entered on 
their minute book, as a preamble to an order for the free admis- 
sion of my visitors, which falsehood stated, that such had been 
the uniform wish of the visiting magistrates throughout my con- 
finement, you candidly declared, that you had no knowledge but 
that such had uniformly been the case, and you confirmed that 
declaration, by saying, that the question had been often put to 
you by friends in London, and that you had ever answered it in 
the affirmative. [ assured you, without contradiction, in the pre- 
sence of the other visiting magistrates and the Gaoler, that such 
had not been the case; and you made your bow to the other ma- 
gistrates and left the room. which seemed to me to say to them: 
‘‘ this part, at least, of this man’s complaint, does not lie at my 
door.” 

On the other head of my complaint, or that of having been de- 
nied the means of taking sufficient exercise in the open air, you 
must have been a participator: and though you will probably say 
that I was never very submissive and thankful for injuries received 
from the Visiting Magistrates, benefits I can count none, you 
share the high credit with the other magistrates of seeing, that I 
could not better my condition by mild means, by fair askings and 
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fair statements, and that I could only obtain yieldings from you 
and brother magistrates in proportion with the imperative manner 
in which I demanded them. This circumstance is a very high re- 
dounding to the credit of you all. 

But this is enough of Gaol matters. When I write to a public 
man, I am very anxious, that he shall‘not mistake the purpose of 
my letter, not be ignorant of what I think of him and of the real 
tone of mind in which I write. I value the friendship of good 
men where I can make it; but I never degrade myself for such an 
acquisition. If I cannot obtain it by candour and singleness of 
heart, I prefer to be without it. The real subject of this letter is 
the Vice Society, and I select you to address it to; because, yours 
is the only face which I know well from among all the subscribers, 
at least, of those who are not now ashamed to have their names 
printed. Your brother visiting mag, Pitt, was an open subscriber; 
but it seems, that he has been made wiser or shrinks from a pub- 
lic support of this hideous and vicious institution. I have seen 
Sir Thomas Acland, many years ago; but I should not now know 
his face. I have also seen and shaken hands with the Chamber- 
lain of the city of London; but this old gentleman is an imbecile: 
a thing only known by his money and purchased office. 

For twenty years past, the Vice Society has been a secret so- 
ciety. In 1819, I tried, in vain, to get any but two old lists of 
names that were published, the one on its first institution in 1802, 
the other in 1804. I rather think, that there has been no publi- 
cation of the names of subscribers from 1804 to the present year 
1825. I was glad to see an advertisement last month of a new 
list of the names of subscribers; for I will never relinquish the 
hope of being able to prosecute some of this gang, as a nest of 
vile conspirators against the liberty of the press, free discussion, 
and a fair search after truth. And I also invite information, about 
any one or more of them. Any well authenticated anecdote of 
vice shall be published in ‘ The Republican:’ as they who pro- 
fess to suppress vice in others should take care to begin at home. 
The list of names now published consists of 239. One fourth of 
these are priests. One fifth women. The odd nine are Lords. 
The list proves, that this society has nothing deserving of being 
called moral support. It has not the open support of one hun- 
dred independent country gentlemen, like yourself, and if my 
friends of that class would but allow me to publish their names, I 
should give this Vice Society’s list a most insignificant appear- 
ance. ' We all know too, how subscribers are obtained to this and 
such like associations. The thing is made up almost wholly of 
interest and influence. No beggars on earth are so mean, so 
base, so bold, as those of the priesthood and aristocracy, in sup- 
port of institutions of this kind. The root of this society is seen 
in the three Bishops and sixty other priests. If we allow these 
public paupers to influence but four persons each, the whole thing 
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is accounted for. I have no priests to influence my subscribers, 
unless it be to deter them from subscribing and from giving me 
any kind of open support. In this latter work, the whole body of 
priests in this Island is engaged. 
I will now introduce the whole of the pamphlet lately published 
by this society, with the exception of the examination of its Secre-_ 
. tary before a Committee of the House of Commons in 1817. This 
part has no connection with my case, having passed before I came 
into contact with the society. 


SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF VICE. 


“ The LAWS are good ; but they are eluded by the Lower Classes, and 
set at nought by the Higher, ‘The LAWS are good; but they are fallen 
into contempt, and require the Zeal, the Activity, the Discretion of such 
a SOCIETY as this TO RENOVATE THEIR VIGOUR.—Bishop 
Watson's Sermon for the Benefit of the Society. 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


To explain more satisfactorily the nature and utility of this Institution, it 
may be proper to remark, that in the long list of crimes, against which the 
penal laws of every country protect the persons and property ef its mem- 
bers, there are some which, trom their nature and effects, are so directly - 
and deeply injurious to those who are suffering from them, that the Legis- 
lature may sately leave it to the aggrieved parties to prevent or punish 
them. But there are other classes of offences, and those against public 
morals are eminently of this description, in which, though the evil conse- 
quences of the crimes taken in their full extent, and with all their conse- 
quences, may evén be more pernicious than the former to the well-being of 
society, and more dest: uctive, especially to the comforts-and charities of 
social and domestic life; yet eath individual share of that evil is com- 
monly so minute, or at least so indefinite, as by no means to interest the 
feelings so deeply as in the case of injuries of the former kind. Nor will 
any who are not actuated by a bigher sense than is felt by the bulk of 
maukind of their obligations to defend the religion and mcrals of their 
country, be disposed to incur the expense and trouble, and not seldom that 
degree also of misrepresentation and odium, which, in our days, all must 
be prepared to encounter, who procetd against offenders in this line. Even 
the best disposed men may be afraid of incurring the imputation, however 
false, of being actuated by personal ill-will or other unworthy motives: or 
they may even dread, still more, the ridicule likely to be cast on those who 
are charged with setting themselves up for Reformers, For these and 
various other reasons, which will readily occur to every considerate mind, 
in almost all the free countries of antiquity there was some express consti- 
tutional provision for the preservation of the public morals. A review of 
the history of this country, and more particularly of the progressive im- 
provements by which, us times and circumstances introduced them, our 
Constitution has attained to its present happy state, would probably ex- 
plain why the religion and morality of Great Britain enjoy less legislative 
protection than those of most other free states. The jealousy so univer- 
sally felt by the people of this country wherever the public liberty is in 
question, naturally indisposes the executive Government to bring forward 
prosecutions, which might be misrepresented as interfering with the_perso- 
nal rights and privileges of individuals. From a conviction of the want of 
same better provision than before existed for protecting the public morals, 
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it naturally resulted, that no sooner had our Constitution attained, at the 
time of the Revolution in 1688, to its present happy settlement, than those 
who took a deeper interest than the generality in the religion and morality 
of their country, found it expedient to establish Societies for preserving 
them, These Institutions, on their first establishment, were sanctioned by 
the approbation of the h'ghest authorities both in Church and State. 
Various Dignitaries of the Church, among the rest, Archbishop Tillotson, 
occasionally preached the Anniversary Sermons of these Societies, and 
they sare until the beginning of the late reign, when, from causes that 
have not been ascertained, they gradually became extinct. 

Indeed, beside the causes which have been already specified, as natu- 
rally leading to the formation of societies of this nature, there are others 
of no small importance, The expense of law proceedings, though of no 
moment when divided among a number, would press far too heavily on in- 
dividual prosecutors. Still more, the number and variety, and often the 
different ranks in life, of the members of an institution, would tend to 
prevent, not only the reality, but even the imputation of prosecutions ori- 
ginating from personal ill-will or individual rivalry, rather than from a 
regard to interests of a higher nature. Again :—in an individual it might 
be ditficult to find that measured zeal, which should be sufficient to prompt 
a man to come forward as the vindicator of good morals, without. its ren- 
dering him too warm or too indiscriminate in their defence. But we may 
presume, that a body of men will be kept-from his extremes, by the very 
number and variety of the members which constitute it, the discretion, 
moderation, aid experience of some, tempering and correcting theeager- 
ess, or even intemperance, of others. 

_ From these, and other considerations, and when, from some peculiar 
‘circumstances of the times, publications, priuts, &c. of the greatest ol'- 
sceuity, had in the year 1802 become more than commonly numerous, the 
Society for the Suppression of Vice was established as an auxiliary to the 
Proclamation Society, which had been formed for the purpose of giving 
effect to [fis late Majesty’s most gracious proclamation, then recently is- 
sued, against Vice and Immorality; the Proclamation Society itself having 
been grounded on theprecedent of former simlar institut ‘ons, which as has 
been already stated, had not before fallén into disuse. The main object 
of the Proclamation Society, as well as of the Society for the Suppression 
of Vice, was to carry into effect the laws for the protection of the religion 
and morals of the country. The Society for the Suppression of Vice was 
for sometime greatly indebted to the Parent Institution for considerable 
donations ; but by degrees the members ofthe Proclamation Society ceas- 
ed to assemble, and the Institution itself became extinct, in consequence 
of its being, ina great measure superseded by the more active operations 
of the Society for the Suppression of Vice. This Society is supported 
solely by annual subscriptions and donations, the amount of which is left 
to the discretion of the contributors. It may, uot however, be improper 
to suggest, that general Annual Subscription is a Guinea, though other 
sums of greater and less amount are received; and, in compliance with 
the wishes of many individuals, the mames only of the Members are printed, 
omitting the sums subscribed. 


PLAN OF THE SOCIETY. , 

Tue particular objects to which the attention of this Society is directed are 
as follow: viz. 

1. The prevention of the profanation of tho Lord’s Day. 2. Blasphemous 

publications. $. Obscene Books, Prints, §c. 4. Disorderly Houses. 5. For- 


tune tellers. 
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1: The Profanation of the Lord’s Day. 

Itis unnecessary, and indeed scarcely possible, to point out how essential] 
the cause of religion and morality suffers, by the prevalence of such an of- 
fence. Itis,in fact, the unanimous opinion of all our ablest moralists, 
that, on the decent and orderly, though not austere and pharisaical, ob- 
servance of the Lurd’s Day, the preservation of the religion of the bulk of 
our people must depend. It ought ever, likewise, to be borne in mind, that 
the immediate and direct mischief arising from suffering the few offences of 
this kind, against which the Society proceeds, to pass unpunished, is by no 
means to be taken as a fair estimate of the total amount of evil, which, 
ultimately, result from their impunity. From various and many of these 
obvious causes, it is the tendency of such violations to increase. When 
one artificer or shopkeeper, less scrupulous than others, has for some time 
employed his men, or sold his goods, on the Lord’s day, others are too na- 
turally led to follow his example; and even those that were at first res- 
trained by religious principles, are too often induced by degrees to give 
up their scruples, when the loss of their trade, and the consequent ruin of 
their families, appear likely to be the consequence of adhering to them. 
The very extensive sale at present of Sunday newspapers, (the first solitary 
Instance or which comamenced about thirty years ago,) proves the tendency 
to increase in similar cases; and we might also refer to the still more ex- 
tended, and now almost universal prevalence, within the last fifty years, of 
travelling on the Sunday by stage-coaches, which formerly used to stop 
during the whole of that day, or at least from the hour preceding the morn- 
ing, till the conclusion of the afternoon service. But, independently of the 
reverence due to religion, and however lightly some may be disposed to 
regard the sacred obligation of the Christian Sabbath; yet if they were 
aware of the miseries that result from its being devoted to the purposes of 
trade, the common feelings of compassion, and even the obligations of jus- 
tice, would lead them to discountenance such abuses. Frequently do 
complaints reach the Society from apprentices, workmen, and others, whom 
the inordinate avarice of their masters keeps at their occupation during the 
whole of that day, which, if not exclusively devoted to religious duties, is 
so necessary for relaxation and repose from toil. Master-tradesmen also, 
who are desirous of exemption from secular employment on this sacred 
day, often apply to the Society for its aid against their unprincipled neigh- 
bours ; who, availing themselves of the shops of their competitors being 
closed, often succeed, by such means, in depriving them of their busi- 
ness and customers. This is the case particularly with butchers, fishmongers, 
poulterers, and green-grocers, Some of these people have declared with 
sorrow and shame, that for many years together, neither they nor their 
journeymen and apprentices have been able to attend public worship. 


2. Blasphemous Publications. | 

This is another leading object Of attention with the Suciety. But in 
the instance of this class of publications, it is careful not to lay itself open 
to the objection, that, from the manifest dithculty of drawing any precise 
line, it may obstruct the progress of truth, by preventing free discussion. 
It therefore directs its attention to works which, from the vulgar scurrility 
and coarse ribaldry in which they abound, render it manifest, that no one 
can have been led to publish them by a sincere, though misapplied, desire 
to promote the cause of truth ; and which prove, on the contrary, that their 
authors trust for the accomplishment of their object,—the rooting of reli- 
gious principles out of the mind,—to the too sure expedient of extinguish- 
ing all reverence for sacred subjects, by accustoming it to regard them 
with levity, and polluting them by base and degrading associations. 
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§. Obstene Books, Prints, &c. 

Under this head is included every thing that may tend to inflame the 
mind, and corrupt the morals, of the rising generation, These are dili- 
gently sought out, and no efforts are spared to bring the venders of them 
to punishment, It is truly remarked by Dr. Paley, that, of all the crimes 
which call for legal animadversion, this is perhaps one of the Jeast excus- 
able, when the evils, that result from it on the one hand, are compared 
with the motives which prompt to the commission of it on the other, 
Experience only could convey any adequate idea of the systematic 
manner in which this base traffic is conducted, or of its various forms and 
great extent: yet from its nature it courts concealment, and therefore it 
requires no little assiduity to discover the noxious vermin by whom it is 
carried on, and to suppress their pernicious practices. It cannot but call 
forth the indignation of every mind that is not utterly depraved, to learn 
what is stated in the evidence taken before the Police Committee of the 
House of Commons, that the dealers in this nefarious trade have endea- 
voured, but too successfully, to introduce their pestilent articles into the 
Seminaries of Education for boys, and even into boarding-schools for young 
ladies. The list of the prosecutions of this class of offenders, which the 
Society has instituted, and the success that has attended its exertions, 
would alone establish its title to the gratitude and the liberal support of 
all the friends of public morals ;—of all, more especially, who wish to pre- 
serve from contamination tke purity and decency of the rising generation, 

4. Disorderly Houses. 

The Society is not only active in suppressing these, when competent and 
proper evidence can be obtained for that purpose; but is frequently the 
organ of important communications respecting them, to the police and pa- 
rochial authorities, to which the enforcement of the laws against such nui- 
sances more immediately belongs. 

5. Fortune-tellers, &c. 

This may appear to be too trifling to be made a distinct head of atten- 
tion; but the public in general are not aware of the various and extensive 
evils commonly arising from this system of imposture. The police reports, 
and the annals of the Society, serve amply to prove, that’these practi- 
tioners, after reducing their credulous dupes (most commonly servant girls, 
and others of the labouring classes) to complete destitution, even to the 
disposal of their wearing apparel, proceed to incite them to the robbery of 
their employers. They are-often resorted to also as the profligate agents 
of the seducer, to whom the deluded victim is led by preconcerted events, 
so managed as to assume the appearance of that fatality, which completes 
the delusion, by seeming to verify the prediction*. ‘To the thinking and 
considerate, it will so readily occur, to what other numerous ill-conse- 
quences this offence may be instrumental, that to enlarge on the subject 
is unnecessary, farther than to observe, that it has an inevitable tendency 
to draw its infatuated votaries from that line of good conduct, and that ex- 
ercise of common sense, on which the happiness and prosperity of their fu- 
ture days must, under divine providence chiefly depend. 

Such is the outline of the nature and principal objects of the Society for 
the Suppression of Vice ; but in justice to the Institution, it should be stated, 
that in those particular cases, where the desired end can be accomplished 
by admonition and warhing, the Society uniformly seeks to effect its pur- 
pose by prevention, rather than by punishment. 

It is not a little creditable to our institution, and more especially it may 
be adduced as a proof, that the Society is always justly on its guard against 
being carried away by any intemperate degree of zeal ;—that it bas scarce- 


* See Powell's trial, published by the Society. 
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ly ever failed in any of its prosecutions ;—and that it has, from time to 
time, been honoured with public expressions of approbation from those 
who, from the period of its formation, have occupied the highest seat of 
justice. 

A detail of the Society’s proceedings will be found in the Minutes of the 
Examination of its Secretary, in July 1817, before the Police Committee 
of the House of Commons, printed by the Society for general use, in the 
subjoined AppeNprx. From that period the transactions of the Society 
are stated in the occasional reports of its proceedings ; which may be had 
on application to the Secretary, at No. 61, Lincoln’s Inn Fields: an estract 
from both of these will also be found in the APPENDIX. ) 

With claims such as these which have been already stated, to the good 
will and confidence of the public, the Society makes its appeal to the pa- 
triotism of the friends of religion and morality throughout their country. 
The expences to be incurred in carrfing on their proceedings, must neces- 
sarily be considerable. The Society is sorry to be under the necessity of 
stating, that its finances are generally in far too reduced a state to cope with 
the many tases which are pressed upon its attention by the public; and, 
theretore, witb all the earnestness which is inspired by its solicitude for the 
mora!s of the rising generation, and by the deep interest it takes in the well 
being of the community, it calls upon the affluent to contribute towards 
the replenishing of funds, which cau be amply proved, by experience, to 
be exclusively employed in promoting the virtue, and in preserving the so- 
cial and domestic comilort of its fellow-citizens. 


LIST OF THE SOCIETY’S MEMBERS. 











Acland, Sir Thomas Dyke, Bart, M. P. 

Acland, Lady. 

Agutter, Rev. William, A. M. Barnes, Surry. 

Allix, Rev. Kichard Wager, Latchford, near 
Wairringtcn. 

Allan, Thomas, Esq. M. P. Frederick's Place, 
Old Jewry. 

Andrewes, the Very Rev. Gerrard, D. D. Dean 
of Canturbury, Rectory House, St. James’s. 

Austin, Bailey, Esq. Mitcham. 

Barham, Right Hon. Lord, Barham Court 
near Maidstone. 

Boston, Right Hon. Lord. 

Boston, Lady. . 

Bathurst, Charles Bragge, Right Hon. M. P. 

Babington, Thomas, Esq. Downing Street. 

Babington, Thomes G. Esq. Hampstead. 

Bacon, John, Esq. R. A. 17, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street. 

Bainbridge, Thomas, Esq. Upper Guilford 
Street. 

Beachcroft, Rev. R. 
shire. 

Becher, Mrs. Bassillia, Mitcham, Surry. 

Beverley, William, Esq. Beverly, Yorkshire. 

Blackbourne, William, Esq. Kivenhall, near 
Witham, Essex. 

Blakiston, Sir William, Bart. Sandy Brook, 
near Ashbourne. 

Boodle, Edward, Esq. Lower Brook.Street. 

Bosanquet, Samuel, Esq. Grosvenor Street. 

Bourne, Thomas, Esq. Cardiff. 

Bowdler, Rev. ‘thomas, Addington, near East 
Malling, Kent. 

Bowles, Mrs. Dulwich. 

Bramwell, George, Esq. Paper Buildings. 

Branston, J. Burney, Lsq. 

Brant, Richard, Esq. 

Brant Mrs. 

Broome, Charles, Esq. Appleton, near Mal- 
ton, Yorkshire. 

Brooke, Rev. I. K. Shawe, Eltham, Kent. 

Brown,‘ Johp Herbert, Esy. Weymouth. 


P. Blunham, Bedford- 


Budd, Rev. Henry. A. M. Bridewell Hospital. 

Bullock, Rev. J. Badwiuter, Essex. 

Burge, J. H. Esq. Colebrook Row, Islington. 

Bush, James,,»Esq. Bishop’s Teignton, near 
Chudleigh, Devon. 

Calthorpe, Right Hon. Lord. 

Calthorpe, Hon, Frederic Gough. 

Calthorpe, Hon. Frances. 

Caldecott, A. Esq. Lodge, Rugby, Warwick- 
shire. 

Campbell, Rev. Augustus, Rector of Wallazey, 
Cheshire. 

Cardale, William, Esq. 2, Bedford Row. 

Carter, Rev. Thomas, Eton College. 

Cartier, Mrs. Stephana. 

Charington, Nicholas, Esq. Mile End. 

Chariugton, Mrs. ditto. 

Charretie, Philip, Esq. 

Chippendale, John, Esq. The Lodge, Uxbridge. 

Clark, Richard, Esq. Chamberlain of London, 
New Bridge Street. 

Clark, Reverend George, Military, Academy, 
Chelsea. 

Clarke, A. Esq. 

Clutton, William, Esq. Hartswood, Surry. 

Cock, Horatio, Esq. Colchester, Essex. 

Cooke, John Early, Esq. ‘Timford, near Ches- 
hunt, Herts. . 

Coombe, Rev. T. Hertford Street, May Fair. 

Cosens, Mrs. 

Cosens, Miss. 

Cotton, William, Esq. Limehouse. 

Cowburne, William, Esq. Tavistock Square. 
Cowper, Rev. ‘Thomas, Eye, Suffolk. 

Cremorne, Right Hon. Lady Viscountess. 

Cressingham, Jonah, Esq. Grove, Carshalton. 

Cranmer, Rev. Richard, Mitchay. 

Crawford, Rev. William, D. D. Gravesend. 

Crewe, Lady, Elthem Lodge. 

Crewe, Miss, ditto. 

Crewe, Miss, Louisa, ditto. 

Crewe, Edward L. Esq. ditto. 

Crew, Charles L. Esq. ditto. 













































Cumming, James, Esq. 10, Guildford Street. 

Cunningham, Rev. J. W. Harrow. 

Cunningham, Rev. Francis, Pakefield, Nor- 
folk. 

Curtis, George, Esq. Canterbury. 

Dartmouth, Right Hon. Earl of. 

David's St. Right Rev “Lord Bishop of. 

Durhain, Right Hon and Right Rev. Shute, 
Lord Bishop of. 

Damer, Right Hon. Lady Caroline. 

Digby, Rev. William Mackworth, Prebendary 
of Worcester. 

Digby, Rev. Charles. 

Downing, Mrs. Frances, Cobham Surry. 

Downing, Mrs, F. *E 

Dyson, Jeremiah, Esq. New Palace Yard, 
Westminster. 

Fton College. 

Edgell, E. W. Esq. near Egham. 

Fadwards, Dr. Tulse Hill Park, Brixton. 

Elderton, Meyrick, Esq. Southampton Build- 
ings. 

Elliott, Charles, Esq. Clapham. 

Farmerie, William, Esq, Newark, Notts. 

Farmerie, Mrs. ditto. 

Freeling, Francis, Esq. General Post Office. 

Gambier, Right Hon. Lord. 

Gambier, Right Hon. Lady. 

Gaskin, Rev. George, D. D. 

Gibson Mr. Chelmsford. 

Gilbert, P. Esq. Cockspur Street. 

Giles, Captain, R. N. 

Gipps, George Esq. M. P. Howletts, near 
Canterbury. 

Gisborne, Rev. T. Yoxhall Lodge, Stafford- 
Shire. ; 

Gisborne, Mrs. ditto. 

Goodhall, Rev. J. D. D. Provost of Eton. 

Goodwyn T. W. Esq. East Smithfield. 

Gordon, Capt. H. R. N.UpperKanelagh Street, 

Graham, Sir J. Bart. M. Vv. 

Grant, Charles, Esq. M. P. Russell Square. 

Grimwood, J. M. Esq. Bloomsbury Place. 

Greenwood, William, Esq. Featherstone Build- 
ings. 

Harford, John. S. Esq. Blaise Castle, near 
Bristol. 

Harold, ‘Ihomas Churchman, Esq. 

Harris, Mr. John, St Paul’s Church Yard. 

Harris, Mrs. ditto, 

Hlarper, Mr. 1’. Fleet Street. 

Ilatchard, Mr. Picadilly. 

Haydon, William, Esq. Guilford, Surry. 

Hieyrick, Rev. Samuel, Brampton, near Har- 
boro’, Northamptonshire. 

Heath, Rev. William, Eton. 

Hewlett, Rev. John, Hunter Street Brunswick 
Square, 
Hicks, Rev. James Willbraham Temple, Cam- 
bridge. : 
Higgins, John, Esq. Turvey Abbey, Bedford- 
shire. 

Hill, Mr. James, Harpur Street, Red Lion 
Square. 

Ilinchliff, Chamberlayne, Esq. Park Stieet, 
Borough. 

Hoare, HI. Esq. Fleet Street. 

Hoare, Charles Esq. ditto. 

Hoare, George Matthew, Esk. Morden Lodge, 
Surry. 

Hoare, Rev. C. J. 

Tloare, Mrs, Oxford. 

Iiodgson, Rev. George, Maze Moor, near 
Gloucester. 

Holehouse, Charles, Esq. Great Surry Street, 
Blackfriars Road. 

Howell, Edward, Esq. Cheltenham. 

lremonger, Rev. F. L. Winchester. 
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Isherwood, Mrs. Eliz. Marple Hall, near 
Stockport, Cheshire. 

Jenkinson, J. 5S. Esq. 

Jones, R. H. Esq. Ruthin, Denbighshire. 

Kenyon, Right Hon. Lord. 

Keate, Rev. J. D. D. Head Master of Eton 
College. 

Keene, Benjamin, Esq. Charles Street, Berkely 
Square. 

King, T. B. Esq. Church Lane, Whitechapel. 

Knottesford, Rev. F. F. A. M. Stoke by Nay- 
land,. Suffolk. 

Kuottesford, Mrs. ditto. . 

Langston, Mrs. Charlotte Street, Bedford 
Square. 

Latham, John, M. D. Harley Street. 

Latham, Mrs. ditto. 

Lawson, Esq. Fellow of Magdalen Coilege. 

Lee, Joseph, jun. Redbrook Farm, Whit- 
church, Salop. 

Lockton, Rev. Chomas, Church Brampton. 

Lord, Walter, Esq. Tooting. 

Lucas, Miss Ann. 

Macaulay, Zachary, Esq. Birchin Lane. 

Marriott, Rev. Robert, Cotesbatch, Lutter- 
worth. 

Marriott, Miss Sophia, Rugby, Warwickshire. 

Marriott, G. W. Esq. King’s Bench Walk, 
Temple. 

Marriott, Rev. John, Rector of Charch Law- 
ford, Warwickshire. 

Marsh, John, Esq. Chichester, Sussex. 

Milles, Mrs. Nackington, hent. 

Milner, George, Esq. Comberton, Cambridge- 
shire 

More, Mrs. Hannah, Barley Wood, near 
Wrington, Somerset. 

Moore, Rev. J. H. C. Rugby School, War- 
wickshire. , 

Morrison, Miss Georgiana, Manchester Square. 

Murray, Charles, Esq. John Street Bedford 
Row. 
Neale, Rev. Edward, Taplow, Bucks. 

Oxford, Right Hon. and Kight Rev. the Bi- 
shop of. 

Oakes, Lieut. GenSir Henry, Mitcham, Surry. 

Owen, Titus, Esq. Chancery Lane. 

Pusey, Hon. Philip. 

Pusey, Hon. Lady. 

Powis, Right Hon, Countess of 

Palmer, ‘ihe Rev. Henry, 28, Gloucester 
Place. 

Palmer. Mrs. ditto. 

Parker, Rev. William, A. M. Islington. 

Papillon, Rev. John Rawstone, A. M. Rector 
ot Chawton, near Alton, Hampshire. 

Peers, Rev. Dr. Rector of Morden, Surry. 

Perceval, Lady Eliz. 

Pratt, The Rev. J. S. LE. B. Prebendary of 
Peterborough. 

Tlamptre. Rev, J. F. Eton. 

Plumptre, J. P. Esq. Iden near Canterbury. 

Plumptree, Rev. James, Great Gransden Vi- 
carage. near Caxton. 

Pollard, Mrs. A. Bryanston Street. 

Pott, Archdeacon, Vicar of Kensington. 

Poynder, Johu, Esq. Bridewell Hospital. 

Pretyman, Rev. John, Sherington, near New- 
port Pragnell. 

Prior, Miss A. 2, Penton Place, Pentonville. 
Pruen, Rev. William Ashmead, ‘B. D. Flad- 
bury, Worcestershire. . 

Pryce, Stafford, Esq. 

Radstock, Right Hon. Admiral Lord. 
Radstock, Right Hon. Lady. 

Raikes, Charles, Esq. Mincing Lane. 
Rayasford, Miss. 

Keeves, Joha, Esq. Parliament Plece. 
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Rich, Mr. Robert, Dockhead. Stratford, Hon. John Wingfield, Addingto® 
Rich, Mrs. ditto. Place, near East Malling, Kent. 

Riddell, Sir James Milles, Bart. Strong, Rev. T. L. Wimbledon Common. 
Roberts, Thomas, Esq. 4, Russell Square. Surtees, Rev. Mr. A. M. Prebandary of Can- 
Roberts, Miss, ditto. Sweedland, Sir Christopher. _ [terbury. 
Roberts, Rev. Richard, Mitcham, Surry. Teigninouth, Right Hon. Lord. 


Roberts, William, Esq. Mecklenburgh Square. ‘lhomson, Miss. 
Roberts, Miss Durdham Downs, near Bristol. Thornton, Mr. E. N. High Street, Borough. 


Roberts, Miss Margaret, ditto. Torlesse, Mrs. Ipswich. 
Rohde, Major, Esq. Leman Street, Goodman's Whitworth, Right Hon. Lord, 

Fields. Walmsley, E. Esq. Gracechurch Street. 
Stowell, Right Hon. Lord. Walsh, Mr. Joseph, Temple. 
Sampson, Rev. Dr. Petersham, Surry. Warden, Mrs. King Street, Portman Square. 
Scott, Sir Claude, Bart. Bruton Street. Watkins, Rev. G. H. St. Swithin’s Rectory. 


Sidebottom, E. V. Fsq. New Boswell Court. Wegg, Miss, Acton, Middlesex. 
Sikes, Rev. ‘I’. A. M. Vicar of Guilsborough, White, Edward, Esq. Greek Street, Soho. 


Northamptonshire. White, Rev. Thomas P. Soberton, near Drox- 
Sikes, Henry, Esq. Mansion-house Street. ford Hants. 
Simeon, Rev. Charles, King’s College, Cam- Whitmore, Rev. J. Polsted, Suffolk. 

bridge. Whitmore, Miss, ditto. 
Skinner, Rev. George, Jesus College, Cam- Wilberforce, William, Esq. M. P. 

bridge. Williams, Rev. John, B. D. Fellow of Exeter 
Smith, Rev. Martin Stafford, Rector of Flad- College. 

bury, Worcestershire. Willis, William, Esq. Lombard Street. 
Spencer, Rev. J. Kielvil, Wilts. Wilson, Broadley, Esq. Clapham Common. 
Stainforth, Samuel, Esq. Liverpool. Wilson, Joseph, Esq. Clapham Common. 
Stanhope, Mrs. Spencer, 29.Grosvenor Square. Woodd, Rev. Basil, Paddington Green. 
Stevens, James, Esq. Farnham, Surry. Woods, E. Esq. Shopwick, near Chichester. 


Yates Rev. Dr. 


N. B. Added to the above, there is a considerable number of occasional Contributors to the 
Society, a List of whom, with the amount of their Donations, is regularly entered in the Socie- 
ty’s books ; which are ready at all times, in Office hours, to be submitted to the inspection of such 
persons, and particularly of anonymous Contributors, who may be desirous of ascertaining that 
their remittances have been duly received, and carried to the Society’s account. 


The Society has continued its exertions against the various classes of of- 
fenders comprehended within its plan of operations, as will appear from 
the following brief abstract of its proceedings : 

1. The Society has continued to direct, with little intermission, weekly 
inspections of the various districts throughout the metropolis and its envi- 
rons, in the course of which it has been obliged to resort to numerous pro- 
secutions for enforcing the decent observance of the Sabbath. Although, 
in the present inefficient state of the law and its penalties, a complete 
remedy cannot be applied to these abuses, yet the evil, has, by incessant 
exertion, been considerably abated. 

2. The Society has in all instituted fourteen prosecutions against this 
class of offenders, commencing with Richard Carlile. Inasmuch as needy 
individuals are found through whom Carlile obstinately persists, though 
still under confinement for his offences, in carrying on this baneful and ille- 
gal traffic, yet he may be regarded as a solitary instance of pertinacious 
opposition to the laws of bis country. That this is the case, has been 
clearly proved by the Society’s inquiries at nearly thirty different shops in 
the metropolis and its environs, heretofore known to be addicted to these 
practices; when the answers uniformly returned were, in effect, that they 
dare not execute such orders, as it was almost impossible to escape detec- 
tion and prosecution. 

3. Upwards of twenty dealers in obscene publications have been prose- 
cuted by the Society to conviction since the year 1817 ; and two prosecu- 
tions, which are at present in progress, have so alarmed the trade, as in a 
great measure to have put a stop to it for the present. Occasionally, how- 
ever, as the fear of punishment subsides, these practices revive, of which 
the Society soon receives information, when a few seasonable examples 

again repress them for atime. Bat this is an evil which requires constant 
vigilance to keep in check, without which it would soon again resume the 
state in which the Society found it in the early stage of its cstablish- 
ment. ; 
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For fuller particulars of the Society’s proceedings, the reader is referred 
to its occasional Reports, which may be had gratis on application, during 
office hours, at the Society’s chambers. 


We are told, that the object of this society is five fold, and I 
proceed to analyse its merits under each head. 

First. The prevention of the profanation of the Lord’s Day. 

Which is the Lord’s Day? How so appointed? The word 
Lord here means Jesus Christ. Now, in the New Testament, 
there is no authority for the setting apart one day of each seven 
for religious purposes. The only sabbath there mentioned is the 
sabbath of the Jews; and that, you Christians do not observe. 
But there is evidence, that the early or first Christians did not ob- 
serve a sabbath. One of the accusations of the Jews against them 
was, that they did not respect the sabbath. In the fable of Jesus 
Christ, I say fable; because I prove incontestibly that no such 
person ever existed; the charge of sabbath-breaking is brought 
against him: and though this does not prove the absence of fable, 
it proves something as to the sentiments of the writers of these 
Gospels, and that the Jewish sabbath was not observed among 
them, nor any other sabbath, until they began to form something 
like a priesthood and a church with stated ceremonies, There- 
fore, there is no just authority to call sunday the Lord’s Day. If 
my memory be good, no trace of the observance of a Christian 
sabbath can be found in the Acts of the Apostles, nor in any one 
of the Epistles. The inference then, in a Christian sense, is just, 
that sunday is the day of the Christian Priest, and aot of the fa- 
bled Lord of that Priest. The Christians, out of mere opposition 
to the Jews, fixed on sunday for their sabbath. The Mahome- 
tans, out of opposition to both, fixed on friday. So far, we find, 
that there is no Bible authority for the setting aside of sunday as 
a sabbath, or day for the attendance to religious purposes: and 
as, in England, sunday is a mere act-of-parliament-sabbath, the 
Vice Society can shew no fair ground why it interferes with the 
acts of any individuals; no religious ground; for the Bible or New 
Testament is the only religious law of the conscientious Chris- 
tian. 

My next step is, to shew, that morality cannot be injured by 
equalizing the seven days in the week, or by doing any kind of 
useful work on the sunday. And that, on the other hand, an en- 
forced idleness or observance of the sunday, as a sabbath, is im- 
mora! and has no tendency but that of immorality. 

The pamphlet before us says, that the ablest moralists have ar- 
gued, that the religion of the bulk can only be preserved by the 
strict observance of the Lord’s Day. To this I answer, that a 
strict moralist can say nothing in behalf of religion; that morality 
is a wholly distinct matter from religion; that there is no connec- 
tion between the words, in any sense, the one implying good con- 
duct between man and man, the other the action or thought of 
each individual man towards a phantom which he calls his God 
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or Gods, or Gods in God. To talk about the religion of society, 
is to talk nonsense, it does not apply from man to man: and to talk 
about our moral duties towards God is equally to talk nonsense; 
there is no being called God that can be effected by our conduct, 
whether it be moral or whether it be immoral: even upon the ad- 
mission, that a superior being to man called God did exist. There 
is not, there cannot, therefore, be, any connection, in any sense, 
between the words morality and religion, though the wily reli- 
gionist knows well, that his baseless fabric has a need of the word 
morality for its support. Religion is the antithesis of morality; 
itis immorality; it is vice. 1 insist upon it, therefore, that what 
. is here called the profanation of the Lord’s Day, which means 
nothing more than the act of working and selling as on other 
days, is not immoral, nor has it the slightest tendency, but the 
contrary, to generate immorality among a people. I grant, that 
it has a tendency to withdraw the attention of the people from re- 
ligion; but that is a withdrawing from vice, not from morality. 
But what is the class of persons with which this society wars, 
on the pretence that they profane the sabbath? Avowedly, small 
shopkeepers, and stall keepers whose families require exertions 
on the seventh as well as on the sixth day for their comfortable 
support. In two thirds of these cases, you will find the persons 
prosecuted to be poor widows. Picture to yourself a poor widow 
scraping together four or five shillings, her all, on a saturday, lay- 
ing it out in fruit, with a hope of making it six shillings on 
the sunday. See that widow preparing to stand in some nook or 
corner of a street the whole day, without any thing like refresh- 
ment for herself, whilst her crime is to furnish refreshment to the 
passer, by. See a Beadle, or some other officious person, come 
along, upset her stall, and throw her fruit, her little all, into the 
gutter. This is no. uncommon occurrence in London, where this 
Vice Society operates. Turn to the next square, or house of 
some aristocrat or well fed place, man, and sce carriages rolling 
up to it, knocker incessantly thundering, servants running, cooks 
and pastry cooks sweating, the whole vicinity quite a fair, a hun- 
dred menials in full employ; because it pleases this rich man to 
invite his friends to dine with him on the sunday. As you pass 
the next ale house or gin shop, you see business carrying on un- 
molestedly, you see Christians, perhaps beadles or Vice Society’ s 
officers, the very persons why destroyed the widow’s stall and stock, 
smoking, drinking, swearing, even gambling. And why might not 
fruit end other refreshments be sold of sunday, by the poor widow 
in the street, as well as in shops and ale houses? The good chris- 
tians may get drink under shelter, or even in open gardens; but, 
forsooth, it is a profanation of the sabbath) to allow a poor widow, 
with erying children about her, crying for food, to earn a shilling 
wherewith ° to supply their hungry stodandlis: by selling fruit, 
wholesome, nourishing fruit, on a sunday!’ I boast of being a 
moralist and of being an atheist, of being utterly void of religion, 
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of having no more care for the sabbath than for any other day; 
but my heart sickens, ] burst with indignation, at this picture 
which I have drawn, this most correct, this weekly occurring pic- 
ture in London, and pronounce the conduct of the members of 
the Vice Society on this head to be immoral and detestable, 
Have they.ever proshewned a rich man or woman for the profana- 
tion of the sabbath? Or cannot they find game of that kind 
in London? You know London, Sir, and I crave your answer. 

This Vice Society has wholly been an institution for persecu- 
tion. Upon no one point has it mended the morals of the people; 
in no ove point has it checked the progress of vice. It is clearly 
work for a lawer, and beneficial to him and his menials alone. It 
confesses here, that, in spite of all its exertions, the sunday traffic 
increases; and yet it continues to persecute the poor widow or the 
industrious keeper of a small and not very profit.ole chandler’s 
shop. All persous, who can afford it, will take pleasure enough; 
there is no fear of their overworking themselves; the danger lies 
all the other way, in the disposition not to maintain or to improve 
their condition industriously: and as to apprentices or servants, 
there is no difficulty in making proper bargains, when they 
engage with a master, to prevent their being overworked. There 
is much more of voluntary than of constrained slavery in ‘this 
Island: and this is as it should be. At any rate, this is a private 
or individual concern, in which no society has any fair ground for 
interference. There are proper magistrates to redress abuses of 
this kind. The curse of this country is, too much legislation, an 
interference with something more than the protection of person 
and property. Another curse is, the interference of multitudinous 
associations on similar grounds: a sort of fear that some poor 
persons will be too happy, will earn too much money, or not be 
made miserable enough. 

There is, therefore, nothing on this head, about the profanation 
of the sabbath, in ‘which a society can properly interfere. The 
acts described as a profanation of the sabbath are wholly moral 
and praiseworthy: and if sunday produces more vice than any 
other day, which is really the case, the evil lies in making it, le- 
gislatively an idle day. Laws, to be good, can only be made for 
the protection of person and property. It is not just, that, if one 
half of the community feel inclined to close their shops every se- 
venth day, the other half shall be compelled to do the same. It, 
should be a matter of individual discretion, as it is at this moment 
in France. Every law is a bad law that prescribes a line of* in- 
dividual action. So long as we inflict no designed injury on the 
property or person of another, so long we ought to be exempt 
from all penal law. The moral law of society will regulate every 
thing else, in a much more effectual manner, than any legislature 
or vice society can do it. 

The second head is—BrasrpHemovus PuBLicaTIONS. 

Here I am peculiarly interested, and here | shall convict this 
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society of wickedness and the most atrocious falsehood. But I 
must again copy the paragraph, as it is but brief: 


«« This is another leading object of attention with the Society, Butin the instance 
of this class of publications, it is careful not to lay itself open to the objection, that, 
from the manifest difficulty of drawing any precise line, it may obstruct the progress of 
truth, by preventing free discussion, It therefore directs its attention to works which, 
from the vulgar scurrility and coarse ribaldry in which they abound, render it ma- 
nifest, that no one can have been led to publish them by a sincere, though misap- 
plied, desire to promote the cause of truth; and which prove, on the contrary, that 
their authors trust for the accomplishment of their—the rooting of religious princi- 
ples out of the mind—to the too sure expedient of extinguishing all reverence for 
sacred subjects, by accustoming it to regard them with levity, and polluting them 
by base and degrading associations,’ 


Rooting religious principles out of the mind! to be sure, when 
a man learns that such principles are founded on error and vici- 
ous in effect, it becomes meritorious to seek to eradicate them. 
Giving you credit for sincerity in your mistaken views of suppres- 
sing vice, I assure you, that [ am moved by precisely the same 
setiment, as that by which you are moved, with the advantage, 
that I can see you to be wrong and myself to be right: with the 
superiority, that I court discussion upon the subject and you 
shrink from it. Come and talk to me for an hour, and I will ei- 
ther bring you to my principles, or leave you nothing to say against 
them. If you have the same faith in your religious principles, 
why not put them to the same test? Of whatare you-afraid, with 
an ‘‘ omnipotent God” on your side? 

What sort of discussion can this Vice Society approve? Would 
it like a sham discussion? That a man really believing a string 
of fable should oppose a similar believer? And how is the Anti- 
christian to maintain his ground, but in shewing, that his oppo- 
nent rests on error? How can he be honest otherwise, than in 
boldly denouncing Christianity as a system founded upon fable? 
How can he respect that which he sees and proclaims to be false 
and injurious to mankind? It is vice in him not to be bold and 
to denounce it openly. It would be a vice in me not to write and 
publish as Ido. The Christian knows well that full measure of 
“‘ vulgar scurrility and coarse ribaldry” has been heaped upon 
me; but I heed itnot. Truth fears nothing of the kind. Virtue 
fears nothing of the kind. A good cause fears nothing. But itis 
falsehood, vice and a bad cause that has to dread “ vulgar scur- 
rility and coarse ribaldry.” Words written and printed are still 
but words spoken to all who read, and if vulgar scurrility and 
coarse ribaldry be a crime, why not prosecute every foul mouthed 
man and womanin the country? Why not prosecute the Duke of 
York, who, if he be not altered, scarcely utters.a sentence with- 
out the foul additfon of profane swearing, which constitutes the 
most vulgar scurrility and the most coarse ribaldry that can be 
uttered? No, Sir, vulgar scurrility and coarse ribaldry is not the 
thing feared; my persecutors would rejoice if my publications 
contained nothing else: the charge is a mere pretext to suppress 
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or oppose the convincing arguments which I publish against the 
worth of all religion. There is nothing scurrilous or ribald in the 
writings of Thomas Paine. There is nothing of the kind in the 
writings of Elihu Palmer. There is nothing of the kind in any one 
indictment for blasphemy ever prosecuted by the Vice Society. 
I will give you as many specimens as I have at hand. 

Extracts from Paine’s Age of Reason, selected for the indict- 
ments of Richard Carlile, by the Vice Society. 


Whenever we read the obscene stories, the voluptuous dehaucheries, 
the cruel and torturous executions, the unrelenting vindictiveness, with 
which more than half the Bible is filled, it weuld be more consistent that 
we called it the word of a Demon than the word of God. It is a history 
of wickedness, that has served to corrupt and brutalize mankind, 

Did the book, called the Bible, excel in purity of ideas and expression 
all the books that are now extant in the world, I would not take it for my 
rule of faith as being the word of God, because the possibility would 
nevertheless exist of my being imposed upon. But when [ see throughout 
the greatest part of this Book scarcely any thing but a history of the 
grossest vices, and a collection of the most paltry and contemptible tales, 
1 cannot dishonour my Creator by calling it by his name. 

To charge the commission of acts upon the Almighty, which in their 
own nature, and by every rule of moral justice, are crimes, as all assassi- 
nation is; and more especially the assasination of infants, is matter of se- 
rious concern. ‘The Bible tells us that these assassinations were done by 
the express command of God. To believe therefore the Bible to be true, 
we must unbelieve all our belief in the moral justice of God; for wherein 
could crying or smiling infants offend? And to read the Bible without 
horror, we must undo every thing that is tender, sympathysing and bene- 
volent in the heart of man. Speaking for myself, if I had no other evi- 
dence that the Bible is fabulous, than the sacrifice, I must make to believe 
it to be true; that alone would be sufficient to determine my choice. 

People in general know not what wickedness there is in this pretended 
word of God. Brought up in habits of superstition, they take it for grant- 
ed, that the Bible is true, and that it is good; they permit themselves not 
to doubt of it, and they carry the ideas they form of the benevolence of 
the Almighty to the book, which they have been taught to believe was 
written by his authority. Good heavens! it is quite another thing: it is 
a book of lies, wickedness and blasphemy; for what can be greater blas- 
phemy, than to ascribe the wickedness of man to the orders of the 
Almighty. 

As it is nothing extraordinary that a woman should be with child be- 
fore she was married, and that the son she might bring forth should be ex- 
ecuted even unjustly, I see no reason for not believing that such.a woman 
as Mary, and such a man as Joseph, and Jesus existed: their mere exist- 
ence is a matter of indifference, about which there is no ground, either to 
believe, or to disbelieve, and which comes under the common head of it 
may be so: and what then? The probability however is, that there were 
such persons, «* at least such as resembled them in part of the circum- 
stances, because almost all romantic stories have been suggested by some 
actual circumstance: as the adventures of Robinson Crusoe; not a word 
of which is true, were suggested by the case of Alexander Selkirk. It is 
not then the existence or non existence of the persons that I trouble my- 
self about: it-is the fable of Jesus Christ, as teld in the New Testament, 
and the wild and visionary doctrines raised thereon, against which I contend, 
The story taken it as it is told, is blasphemously obscene: It gives an ac- 
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count of a young woman engaged to be married, and while under this en 
gagement she is to speak plain language debauched by a Ghost, under the 
impious pretence (Luke chap. 1, ver. 35 that the Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. 

I have now gone through the examination of the four books ascribed 
to Matthew, Mark, Luke and Join; and when it is corsidered that the 
whole space of time, from the crucifixion to what is called the ascension, 
is but a few days, apparently not more than three or four, and that all the 
circumstances are reported to have happened nearly about the same spot, 
Jerusalem, it is, I believe, impossible to find in any story upon record, 
so many and such glaring absurdities, contradictions, and falsehoods as ave 
in those books. 

Whence arose all the horrid assassinations of whole nations of men,wo- 
men and infants, with which the Bible is filled, and the bloody persecutions 
and tortures unto death, and religious wars, that since that time have laid 
Europe in blood and ashes:. whence arose they, but from this impious 
thing called revealed religion, and this monstrous belief, that God has spoken 
to man? The lies of the Bible have been the cause of the one, and the lies 
of the Testament of the other. ~ ‘ 

It is encumbent on every man who reverences the character of the Cre- 
ator, and who wishes to lessen the catalogue of artificial miseries, and re- 
move the cause that has sown persecutions thick among mankind, to ex- 
pel all ideas of revealed religion as a dangerous heresy and an impious 
fraud. What is it that we have learned from this pretended thing called 
revealed religion? nothing that is useful to man, and every thiag that is 
dishonourable to his maker. What is it the Bible teaches us? rapine, cra- 
elty, and murder. What is it the Testament teaches us?! to believe that 
the almighty committed debauchery with a woman engaged to be married, 
and the belief of this debauchery is called faith. 

But the case is, that people have been so long in the habit of reading the 
books called the Bible and ‘Testament with theireyes shut, and sheir senses 
locked up, that the most stupid inconsistences have passed on them for 
truth, ‘and imposition for prophecy. The all-wise Creator hath been dis- 
honoured by being made the author of fable, and the human mind degrad- 
ed by believing it. 

For my own part I do not believe there is one-word of historical truth 
in the whole book. I look upon it at best to be a romance, the principal 
personage, of which is an imaginary or allegorical character founded upon 
some tale, and in which the moral is in many parts good, and the narra- 
tive part very badly and blunderiagly written. 

I torbear making any remark on this abominable imposition of Matthew. 
The thing glaringly speaks for itself. It is priests and commentators that 
I rather ought to censure for having preached falsehood so long, and kept 

eople in darkness with respect to those impositions. I am not contend- 
ing with these men upon points of doctrine, for I know that sophistry has 
always a city of refuge ; 1 am speaking of facts, for wherever the thing cal- 
led a fact is a falsehood, the faith founded uponit is delusion, and the doc- 
trine raised upon it not true. Ah! reader put thy trust in thy Creator, 
and thou wilt be safe; but if thou trustest to the book-called the scrip- 
tures thou trustest to the rotten staff of fable and falsehood. 

I have now, reader, gone through and examined all the passages which 
the four books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, quote from the Old 
Testament, and called them prophecies of Jesus Christ. When I first set 
down to this examination, | expected to find cause for some censure, but 
little did I expect to find them so utterly destitute of truth, and of all pre- 

tensions to it, as I have shewn them to be. The practice which the writers 
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of those books employ is not more false than it is absurd. They state some 
trifling case of the person they call Jesus Christ, aud then cut out a sen- 
tence from some passage of the Old Testament, and call it a prophecy of 
that case. But when the words thus cut out are restored to the place they 
are taken from, and read with the words betore and after them, they give 
the lie to the New Testament. 

These repeated forgeries and falsifications created a well founded suspi- 
cion that all the cases spoken of concerning the person called Jesus Christ, 
are made cases on purpose to lug in, and that very clumsily, some broken 
sentences from the Old Testament, and apply them as prophecies of those 
cases; and, that so far from his being the Son of God, he did not exist 
even as mab, that he is merely an imaginary or allegorical character as 
Apollo, Hercules, Jupiter, and all the deities of antiquity were. There is 
no history written at the time Jesus Christ is said to have lived, that speaks 
of the existence of such a person even as aman. Did we find in any other 
book pretending to give @ system of religion, the falsehoods, falsifications, 
contradictions, and absurdities, which are to be met with in almost every 
page of the Old and New Testament, all the priests of the present day, who 
supposed themselves capabie, would triumphantly show their skill in criti- 
cism, and cry it down as a most glaring imposition. But since the books 
in question belong to their own trade and profession, they, or at least many 
of them, seek to stifle every inquiry into aes and abuse those who have 
the honesty and the courage to do it, 

They tell us that Jesus rose from the dead and ascended intv heaven. 
It is very easy to say so: a great lie is as easily told as alittleone. Butif 
he had done so, those would have been the only circumstances respecting 
him that would have differed from the common lot of man; and conse- 
quently the only case that would apply exclusively to him as prophecy, 
would be some passage in the Old ‘Testament that foretold such things of 
him. But there is not a passage in the Old Testament, that speaks of a 
person who after being crucitied, dead, and buried, should rise from the 
dead, and ascend into heaven. Our prophecy-mongers supply the silence, 
the Old Testament guards upon such things, by telling us of passages they 
call prophecies, and that falsely so, about Joseph’s dreams, old clothes, 
broken cone and such like trifling stuff. 

As to the New Testament, if it be brought and tried by that standard 
which, as Middleton wisely says, God has revealed to our senses, of his 
almighty power and wisdom, in the creation and government of the visible 
universe, it will be found equally as false, paltry, and absurd, as the Old.” 

Now had the news of salvation by Jesus Christ been inscribed on the 
face of the sun and the moon, in characters that all nations would have 
understood, the whole earth bad known it in twenty four hours, and all 
nations would have believed it: whereas though it is now almost two thou- 
sand years since, as they tell us, Christ came upon earth, not a twentieth 
part of the people of the earth know anything of it, and among those 
who do, the wiser part do not believe it. I have now reader gone through 
ull the passages called prophecies of Jesus Christ, and shewn there is no 
such thing. I have examined the story told of Jesus Christ, and compared 
the several circumstances of it with that revelation which, as Middleton 
wisely says, God has made to us of bis power and wisdom in the structure 
of the universe, and by which every thing ascribed to him is to be tried. 
The result is, that the story of Christ has not one trait either in its charac- 
ter or inthe means employed, that bears the least resemblauce to the pow- 
er and wisdom of God, as demonstrated in the creation of the universe. 
All the means are human means, slow, uncertain, and inadequate to the 
accomplishment of the end proposed; and, therefore, tne whole is a fabu- 
lous invention and undeserving of credit. ‘Ihe priests of the present day 
profess to believe it. They gain their living by it, and they exclaim against 
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something they call infidelity. I will define what it is—he that believes in 
the story of Christ is an infidel to Ged. 


Extracts from Palmer’s Principles of Nature, selected for the 
indictment of Richard Carlile, by the Vice Society. 


Moses and Malkomet governed their followers with a rod of iron and a 
military despotism, they were savage and ferocious men, crafty and in- 
triguing; and they knew how to subject to their will the stupid but unfor- 
tunate followers who were devoted to their views. If Jesus was more 
mild, benevolent, and temperate, it was because he had less power, and 
because his disposition was less cruel and resentful. His followers when 
clothed with power, have not paid a very high compliment to their master, 
tor the history of their conduct evinces the most malignant design, and the 
earth has been drenched in blood to defend that system of religion of which 
the meek and lowly Jesus is reputed to be the author. The Christian re, 
ligion is a compound and combination of all the theological writings of the 
followers of Moses and Jesus. We have no evidence that either of these 
men wrote any part either of the Old or New Testament. From Genesis 
to the Apocalypse of St. Juhn, a vast variety of fact, fable, principles 
wickedness and error is exhibited tovew. The book, though bound toge- 
ther, appears to be in many respects discordant ; the historical part has no 
accurate connection; the moral partis distorted, deficient, or wicked ; the 
doctrinal parts are either unintel‘igible, or contrary to moral and philoso- 
phical truth. 

The last resort of the believer must be to the authority and command of 
his majesty, who has kindly interfered for the purpose of rendering divine 
and holy a beok whose indecency and immorality shocks all common sense 
and common honesty. 

This story of the Virgin and the Ghost, to say no more of it, does not wear 
the appearance of wuch religion, and it would not, It is presumed, be diffi- 
cultin any age or country to find a sufficient number of men who would pre- 
tend to be Ghosts, if by such pretentions they could obtain similar favours, 
especially with the consoling reflection superadded of becoming the proge- 
nitors of the pretended Saviour of a wicked and apostate world. How ab- 
surd and contradictory are the principles and doctrines of this religion. 
In vain do its advi-cates attempt to cover this transaction with the machi- 
nery of Ghosts and supernatural agents. The simple truth is, that their 
pretended Saviour is nothing more than an illegitimate Jew, and their hopes 
of salvation through him rests on no better foundation than that of forni- 
caticn or adultery. 

If the Christian religion be the woik of a Divine and Almighty mind it 

should have been presented free from blemish and moral impurity ; it should 
have been clear, intelligible, upright and immaculate in all its principles ; it 
should have come clethed with innocence, and untarnished by that debau- 
chery and blood which now constitute so considerable a portion of this ho- 
ly and divine system. 
* But when we behold in a book, the grossest violation of theoretic moral 
excellence and practical purity the greatest indecency and the most disgusting in- 
delicacy of sentiment, there is good ground to suspect that such a book has been 
the production of weak and vicious men, and not the work of infinite wisdom. 

The cursory survey that bas been taken of the immoral precepts and principles 
contained in the Old and New Testament, clearly proves that these books are not 
of divine origin. The God of the Jews and Christians, according to their own 
descriptions, is a changeable, passionate, angry, unjust, and revengeful being ; in- 
furiate in his wrath, capricious in his conduct, and destitute, in many respects, of 
some sublime and immutable properties which really. belong to the preserver of the 
universe. ‘The characters spoken of in the Scriptures as the favourites of heaven, 
such as Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, Jesus, and Paul, are none of them good 
moral characters, it is not probable, therefore, that they were selected by the 
Creator as the organs of celestial communication. In the Old Testament, national 
and individual justice is disregarded, and God is made the accomplice of crimes 
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which human nature abhors. The maxims of the New Testament are a perversion 
of all correct principles in a code of moral virtue. The whole system is calculated 
to take man out of himself, to destroy his confidence in his own energies, to debase 
his faculties vitiate his social affections and brutalize the most useful qualities of 
human existence. ; 

Moses, Mahomet, and Jesus, can lay as little claim to moral merit or to the 
character of the benefactors of mankind, as any three men that ever lived upon 
the face of the earth. They were all of them impostors two of them notorious 
murderers in practice, and the other a murderer in principle, and their existence 
united has perhaps cost the human race more blood, and produced more substan- 
tial misery than all the other fanatics of the world. 

Extract from the Appendix to Paine’s Theological Works, select- 


° ye ; - ‘ 
ed for the indictment of Mary Ann Carlile, by the Vice Society. 

Archbishop Tillotson says, “ The difference between the style of the Old and New Testament is so 
very remarkable, that one of the greatest sects in the primitive times did upon this very ground found 
their heresy of two Gods: the one evil, fierce and cruel, whom they called the God of the Old Lesta- 
ment; the ether was good, kind and merciful, whom they called the God of the New Testament: so 
great a difference is there between the representations that are given of God in the books of the Jewish 
and Christian Religion as, to give at least, some colour and pretence to an imagination of two Gods.” 
Thus far Tiliotson. But the case was, that, as the Chureh had picked out several passages from the 
Old ‘Testament, which she most absurdly and falsely, calls prophecies of Jesus Christ ; (whereas, there 
és no prophecy of any such person, as any one may see by examining the passages and the cases to 
which they apply) she was under the necessity of keeping up the credit of the Old Testament, because 
tf that fell, the other would soon follow ; and the Christian system of faith would soon be at an end. 
As a book of morals, there are several parts of the New Testament that are good, but they are no 
other than what had been preached in the eastern world, several hundred years before Christ was born. 
Confucius, the Chinese Philosopher who lived five hundred years before the time of Christ, says ae- 
knowledge thy benefits by the return of benefits, but never revenge injuries. The clergy in popish 
countries were cunning enough to know that, if the Old Testament was made public, the fallacy of the 
New with respect to Christ, would be detected; and they prohibited the use of it, and always tovk it 
away wherever they found it. ‘The Deists on the contrary, always encouraged the reading it, that peo- 
ple might see and judge for themselves, that a book so full of contradictions and wickedness, could not 
be the word of God; and that we dishonour God by ascribing it to him. 


Extracts from two smal! pamphlets containing part of Mr. Car- 
lile’s correspondence with various persons in 1821, selected for 
the Indictment of Mrs. Wright, by the Vice Society. 


You are either an impostor as a Priest, or an idolator as a believer and worshipper, in what 
is called the Christian Religion, but which I deem to be a mythology as ridiculous,in its pre- 
sent state, as it has been gross and cruel in its origin and progress. 

Keligion has beeu the chief source of war and has vied with every other power and plague in 
inflicting misery and destruction on the human race. if you wish for universal and constant 
peace in preference to all other subjects, you must advocate the Representative System of Go- 
vernment, the abolition of Religion established by Law, or the Laws relating to it. 

Though I admire men of a patriotic and bold spirit, that will dare to publish the truth, yet 
I would not, for my own part sacrifice my comforts as you have done, for all the trath on all 
the subjects in the world. I go to church every Sunday, and as loud as any of my neighbours 
repeat the creed, that I believe in God the Father, who manufactured all things, and in his Son 
Jesus Christ, who went to Hell for three days, quite long enough to stop there, and also in the 
Holy Ghost, who ——the Virgin Mary who was a Virgin before he visited her. I am not 
like the narrow-minded Unitarians who only believe in one God, I acknowledged three Gods 
in one God and one great Devil. 


Extracts from ‘‘ Observations on Dr. Gregory's Letters to a 
Friend on the Evidences of the Christian Religion, by Richard Car- 
lile,” selected by the Vice Society for the indictmentof John Jones. 


I have come to the conclusion that all is imposture which the priest of any and every sect preaches. 

I shall endeavour to show that Christianity is that contemptible and bungling fraud which most in- 
Jidels to it have represented tt to be; and the more infidelity we feel towards all superstition, towards 
ail idolatry, in short towards every thing that is denominated religious worship, by any sect whatever, 
the less palpable and the less enormous absurdity shall we fall into. 

Nature is my God: I own no other: and my worship consists in nothing more than an admiration 
of the stupendous powers and effects of Nature. 

I conclude this paragraph with a bold affirmation, that there is no such a God or supernatural pow- 
er as the priests of any sect preach and teach; and I here again throw down the gauntlet to any of 
them who will venture to dispute this fundamental point with me. It is upon this foundation that the 
Sabric of every mythology has been built, and it is quite unnecessary to examine the materials of the 
Jabric whilst the foundation can be removed so easy and undisputed. However, I stand pledged to 
make some observations upon the materials which Dr. Gregory has collected, and if I remain in my 
present disposition, I shail never trouble myself with a similar task, until I am beat off from my en- 
deavour to remove the foundation of all religions, I will no longer tug at the branches of this cor- 
rupt and rotten tree which cumbereth the ground, I will tear it up by the roots in future. 

Many absurd precepts which are no where else to be found but in this book, alone bear the merit of 
originality : such are some of those in that part of the book of Matthew which is called a Sermon on 
the Mount. 

History informs us, partial as it is, that the numbers who hare fajlen victims to the Christian re- 
ligion, or to the persecution of Christians, exceed by far the whole who have fallen victims to every 
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other sect of idolators or religionists, ot whatever they may be called, of whom history or tradition 
makes the least mention. Countless millions have been its victims in the four divisions of the globe 
we inhabit, and itis only now beginning to receive a check by the progress and triumph of science over 
it, and by the all but mathematical demonstration of its rotten and false foundation. 

Ts it not a fact that in Christian countries at this day, the Sciences are confined to Academies, and 
taught but to a select few, as if they were a something injurious to the multitude? But the lack of phi- 
lanthropy on this head, among Christians, arises from sheer selfishness and despotic ignorance, for 
they begin to fear that the progress of Science will annihilate ali respect for or belief in their mytho- 
logical idolatry, dnd that of every other sect. SCIENCE WALKS ON WITH GIGANTIC PACE 
PROCLAIMING THE WHOLE A DELUSION AND IMPOSTURE, 

The pretended assurances of Ghristianity, as to an eternal existence beyond the grave, I shall have 
to meet more fully in a subsequent part of this work, where the pretended resurrection of Jesus is laid 
down as a guarantee for the general resurrection of all mankind. ‘ 

Now to a person who is superstitious enough to believe the fabulous story of a Heaven aud Hell, 
and the immortality of the human race, the above nonsense is a subject for serious consideration ; but 
to me, who believe nothing of the kind, and that ‘God's people” comprise the whole of animated Na- 
ture—and possessing a conviction, as satisfactory to my mind as the clearest demonstration upon ma- 
thematical grounds could produce, that there is no such place as is fabled of Heaven and Hell: and 
that those animals which comprise what is called the human race, have no other immortality to look or 
hope for than have any other race of animals or vegetables, the above fabulous trash appears almost too 
contemptible for notice ; 

I repeat it again and again, that religion bears no affinity to moral virtue, or any of those good qua- 
lities among mankind which conduce to the general well-being, in a social point of view. 

All the out-works of religion have been laid bare, and, in a manner of speaking demolished. I 
shall henceforth set about destroying the foundation of the fabric, and pass the plough over the 
ground, as more essential to the happiness of mankind. 

The case is, there is no such a God as priests would make us believe ; and they blaspheme the God 
of Nature by imputing to him such frivilous actions, and by reducing him to a comparison with 
themselves. 

There is no such place as Heaven, and consequently no such God as a God who dwells in Heaven. 

Some Platonist, or Platonists, about the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, fabricated 
the tale about Jesus having lived and died at and about Jerusalem, some time before that period when 
both time, date and place was difficult of detection, and by mixing up all the then known moral pre- 
cepts with a few new fangled absurdities, formed what is now called the Gospel or Life of Jesus. 

Lo me there is not the slightest mystery in any part of the Scriptures which compose the Bible. I 
can comprehend the ground of writing, the drift and object of the whole, and if any man will point out 
to me any thing which he — to be a mystery in those books, I will pledge myself to give him a 
Sull and satisfactory explanation of it. The books abound with obscenity, nonsense, and falsehood, 
but there is aot the slightest mystery connected with any part ef them. 


The case of John Jones was the last, of which we have any 
knowledge, that orininated with the Vice Society. I have not 
made selections. One only I have omitted, of which I had not 
a copy, and that was an indictment against Mrs. Carlile for the 
publication of Sherwin’s Life of Thomas Paine and No. 9, Vol. 1, 
of The Republican; but the extracts from these works were much 
more mild than those from Paine and Palmer. 

Now, I appeal to any honest man to say, whether there is any 
thing in these extracts deserving of being called “ vulgar scurri- 
lity and coarse ribaldry,” considering that they were the genuine 
sentiments of men who had fairly examined their subject, and 


who have written irrefutably on whatever subject they have touch- 
ed. Paine and Palmer were not only great politicians, but very correct and able 
moral philosophers. In the above extracts, not a word of falsehood is visible ; and 
the whole force of the observations lies in the condemnation of that which is an abo- 
ininable and a most mischievous falsehood. The indictments brought against the 
writings of Paine and Palmer will certainly be ranked by the future historian with 
indictments for witchcraft, magie, and all such nonsense. 

See, examine ihe extract on which my sister was indicted and suffered two years 
imprisonment. Picture her to yourself locked up at night for several months in a 
small damp cell and lying onan iron bedstead, under the affected caution, that her 
company would corrupt your female debtors and felons, See your brutal gaoler 
swearing upon her and abusing her, charging her with setting a chimney on fire, 
when she alone was exposed to any danger from the accident which did not origi- 
nate with her. See her carried out of this cell in fits and laid upon the stairs of the 
Gaoler’s house, as if she had been a dog, whilst even the Gaoler’s wife was wringing 
her hand with agony at the spectacle, See her locked up for months throughout 
the day in a room with and compelled to attend to every call of nature in my pre- 
_sence and to witness the same on my part. See, on the other hand, an infant of 
mine reduced (to death I will say) from close confinement, consider the treatment 
that I and Mrs. Carlile have received in this Gaol by close confinement, and then 
say, however benign or humane might be your general pretensions as a Vice Sup- 
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pressor, whether you have not participated in the infliction of some most wanton 
and unprovoked cruelties, You certainly did condemn the conduct of the Gaoler, 
in the case of my sister ; but had you and your brother magistrates done your duty, 
as good men and honest public officers, you would have put him out of his office 
for such brutal conduct. 

Now, have a look at me in the sixth year of an imprisonment, for the publication 
of the above extracts from Paine and Palmer. Be told, that 1 have been robbed of, 
at least, by Sheriffs or Government, at a moderate compttation, two thousand 
pounds worth of books and other property, a little capital too, that was doubling it- 
self in the most rapid manner, or, at least, at the rate of a profit of fifty pounds per 
week, If the public, the reat public, had disapproved of my proceedings in 1819, 
do you think, that I should have been able to have taken in my shop for books and 
and pamphlets, amidst the constant cheers of hundreds about my doors, for several 
days, to the extent of a hundred pounds per day? Be told too, that, with all this 
robbery and imprisonment, you Vice Society, backed by the government, has, in no 
measure, checked the sale of Paine’s Age of Reason and Palmer’s Principles of 
Nature ; but that, you, as a vice suppressor, have greatly assisted to extend the sale ; 
the only good as a vice suppressor (though unmeant) that you have done. Be 
told too, that whilst [ am in the sixth year of an imprisonment for publishing these 
books, I have agents all over England and Scotland, circulating them for me: and 
that my means of circulating these and such like books daily extend. Know these 
things, and ask yourself, what good you have done, or what credit you have gained 
as a subscriber to the Vice Society. You have not put me down; but I will cer- 
tainly put down the Vice Society, aye, and old Eldon too, if he will go on prose- 
cuting my publications. 

At the end of the pamphlet which this Society has lately published, it offers to 
give away the reports of its proceedings, You will see, that the offer is not con- 
fined to subscribers ; but on my sending to the office, | was met with a refusal. To 
get these reports, 1 shall offer to pay for them: and if that wall not do, I shall offer 
to become a subscriber ofa guinea to get them: so, it is likely that 1 may again have 
to address you on this subject. The following is the scene reported to me on the 
application for the reports. 


Screne—Vice Society’s Office, 61, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, two Rooms on the ground 
floor. 
: Here solemn stillness reigns around, 
. And holy lawyers stalk the ground, 


[Enter Messenger, meet a little lame personage about five 
feet high, supposed to be one of the Clerks.] 

Clerk, [in a suppressed tone of voice] Did you want Mr. Pritchard. 

Messenger. I did, Sir. 

Clerk. Walk this way. . 

[Enters the front room, and is introduced to the presence of 
the Inquisitors who are seated at business. } 

First Inquisitor. Well, Sir, what is your business, 

Messenger. Would you be good enough to favour me with the occasional reports 
of the Society’s proceedings ? 

Second Inquisitor, With the reports, Sir, who are they for? 

Messenger. For a person, who purchased a book here some time ago, stating the 
subscribers’ names, &c. and which professes to give these reports gratis, 

Firt Lnquisitor. [looking very stern] Who are they for, Sir, we don’t give away 
any but to subscribers. 

Messenger. They are for Mr, Carlile. 

Second Inquisitor. ‘rising quickly] We don’t give any but to subscribers. 

[Exchanging looks with his brother in office.] 
[Pritchard looking lank and pale. ] 

Messenger. Good day, Sir. [Exit.] J.S8. 

Third head.—Obscene books, prints, &c. 

I feel a difficulty in saying any thing under this head, as the word obscene is so 
very general and ill defined, that I am liable to be misunderstood, if 1 do not fall in 
with a condemnation of it, in whatever way every reader may be pleased to con- 
strue it. For my part, I think nothing obscene, at this time, which is a represen- 
tation of a natural act. I cannot conceive the possibility of any thing being mis- 
chievous among a well educated people, that is a mere representation of that which 
is naturally and commonly practised. And sure | am, upon the fullest considera- 
tion, that I had rather encouragé any thing under tlis definition of obscenity, than 
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to encourage this infamous association in the persecution Of individuals to suppress 
it. Ihave seen and read and heard enough to know, that these books and prints 
called obscene are got up chiefly for the use and gratification of the aristocracy. It 
is rare indeed to find any thing of the kind among, working people: whilst almost 
every rich man’s house has its lascivious pictures. I declare, that I never saw any 
thing of the kind whilst I was a mechanic. The prices are generally such that a 
working man could not afford to buy them if he had a will: and this being’ the case 
they are not put into his way. ‘These articles are g6t up for silly rich people, 
1 will engage to say, if we could get at the facts of the case, that this traffic has been 
brought to light, and has grown up with the growth of the Vice Society. Jt is no- 
torious, that the last two or three years have increased the traffic tenfold, through 
the agency of Benbow, George Cannon, Trust and Stockdale. I do not say that 
these men have injured the morals of the public. The morals that we want among 
the public-are such as are not to be injured by pictures or books of any kind, such 
as can look upon, examine, consider and discuss the merits of every thing. The vir- 
tue that melts before vice is scarcely worth preserving. It is vice concealed. We 
want the virtue and morals that are proof against the assaults of vice. Let these 
men, or any men, publish what obsceue prinis or books they please, let it be done 
in open day, and not, as itis now done, by stealth; and with a proper education, 
with the amount of knowledge that now exists, with proper explanations and cau- 
tions as to the meaning or purpose of such books, [ will engage, that the public mo- 
rals will rather be improved than injured thereby. I have no taste to be gratified 
by such books or prints; but I feel it in me to say, that, rather than this Society 
shall exist under such pretences, I will war with it upon this ground, 
Fourth head.— Disorderly houses, 
Where is the use of attempting to suppress such houses, whilst there is a custom 
more powerful than law to keep them up? They are an evil certainly ; but one 
which no law, no vice society, can suppress, and, therefore, it becomes the duty of 
the legislature to moderate the evil by regulating it and by licensing the existence 
of such houses. Start not, Sir, this docrrine is not new. Our Bishops of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church used to licence brothels and to make a great revenue from 
them. It is the practice, and a wise one, of many governments on the continent. 
In fact, if these houses were properly licensed and duly regulated as to their ma- 
nagement by law, as victualling houses now are, there would be much less evil arise 
from them than now arises from licensed alehouses, &c. Suppressing a house of 
this kind here and there, whilst there are thousands in such a place as London anc 
its suburbs, is but an act of persecution on the individual proprietor. If the house 
be really offensive to the neighbours, there is a remedy in an application to the pa- 
rish officers and then to the magistrate. ‘The interference of this Society is un- 
just and wanton, and as likely to be regulated by spite, as any other feeling, or 
with a view, on the part of the Secretary, to make money. In two instances, I 
have knuwn money taken by Pritchard to stay prosecutions, and 1 understand, 
that they are but two of many instances: that it is a regular practice, where money 
can be made. It reminds me of the Plymouth Dock, or, now, Devonport, Police. 
These fellows were under the direction of one Williams, a Clerical Magistrate, and 
when they were short of money, or wanted a job, they were allowed to ransack all 
the brothels of the town, to arrest all such girls as could not ransom themselves. 
The ransom was generally half a guinea, or, as a matter of favour, with old ac- 
quaintance, a seven sliilling piece would be taken. The object was the money, 
Old Parson Williams would send all away, that were brought before him, who 
could not pay the ransom, forty miles, to Exeter Bridewell; and for this reason, 
that the law allowed the officers half-a-guinea for each person so arrested and tra- 
velling expences, The girls would pass their month in Bridew ell, and be back again 
iminediately to their old quarters. Living between Exeter and Plymouth, I have 
seen coach-load after coach-load of these girls taken through to exeter; and when I 
resided in Plymouth Dock, | learnt the reason why. There is scarcely a question, 
but that old Parson Williams shared the profits of this traffic. The practice was 
horrible ; for these girls were one of the most essential requisites for his Majesty’s 
Navy. I have lived in Portsmouth; but I never heard of such tricks there, with 
these unhappy and unfortunate creatures. Precisely the same ineffect is the inter- 
ference of the Vice Society with what they call the disorderly houses in London, 
There is money at the bottom of the interference. 
Fifth head. —Fortune-tellers, &c, 
Here only and on tliis head can I give the society commendation if its motives 
were pure: and this it calls trifling. itis by far the greatest evil against which it 
professes to act. Bnt why stop at fortune-tellers, or the Icwest class of fortune-tel- 
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lers, why not attack the priests, who are mere fortune-tellers of the same character, 
for the same purpose, and to the same effect? An old woman in her garret, preach- 
ing futurity for gain, is not a jot more immoral or vicious, than a priest in his pulpit 
at the same game for the same purpose. Gain is at th@bottom of both, and no one 
ever pretended to reveal futurity without a view to gain. The woman 1s as good a 
prophet as the priest. Her cards speak as much truth as the Bible, _Here we have 
sixty-three black-coated fortune-tellers, as by law established, associated to worry 
all who carry on the same trade without the proper licence. Women cannot take 
degrees at the universities. Women are not called by that Holy Ghost which be- 
longs to the Established Church, or which is established by law; though they 
sometimes get a call from the Holy Ghost or Ghosts that preside over Methodism and 
Quakerism. I, who can take an impartial view of fortune-tellers and priests, can- 
not see a shade of difference in their characters, with the exception, that the former 
have not the means of doing so much mischief as the latter, for want of the same li- 
cence and encouragement. They are all impostors alike, who pretend to reveal fu- 
turity. And all books, which bear such pretensions, are false and mischievous, It 
becomes me, and they who think with me, to condemn a fortune-teller, whether male 
or female ; but, tell me, Mr. Brown, if you believe in what is called divine inspira- 
tion, how you are to be sure, that the poor old women, whom you subscribe to per- 
secute, are not divine inspired to reveal the future? Do you believe the story of 
the witch of Endor? Do you believe that Samuel the fortune-teller or seer was 
raised from the dead by that witch? Ifso, how was she inspired to do such things? 
And if she was inspired, I care not by what spirit formy argument, why cannot old 
English women be similarly inspired? Come, Christian Vice Suppressor and per- 
secutor of unlicensed fortune-tellers, be so yood as to think on this and answer me, 
lf there were seers in days of yore, as your Bible says, why not seers now, since 
there is now so much more knowlodge than then? It becomes me to address you 
in the language of Gamaliel. Have a care of what you do, lest, haply, in persecut- 
itfg female fortune-tellers, you be found fighting against God. I think it very pro- 
per, that pretenders to fortune-telling should be punished ; but not, that pretenders 
to fortune-telling, not that priests, should associate to punish them. With them 
the proverb is verified, that two of a trade cannot agree. Leave me free to publish 
my knowledge without molestation, and you will soon find, that I shall spoil the 
trade of every class of fortune-tellers, from the Archbishop of Canterbury to the 
Gipsy by the hedge-side. 

Again, the female fortune tellers of the uninspired class, or rather not of the di- 
vine class, are much less mischievous, than those of the divine class. ‘he former 
do not threaten us with everlasting torture, if we do not believe what they say. 
The tax for their support is not forced upon us. They proceed by charm and not 
by menace. But | wish to impress upon your mind, Sir, that no amount of punish- 
ment will put down this class of people, either of the divine or non-divine class, 
and that the mischief, the existence of which I admit, can onl y be removed, by in- 
creasing the knowledge of the mass of the people over which these fortune-tellers 
exercise aninfluence. This being the case, I think I have fairly proved that the 
existence of the Vice Society for the purpose of prosecutions is tantamount to a 
persecutions of whatever persons or things it meddles with, and as Mr, Peel truly 
observed in the House of Commons, in the late case of the Catholic Association, an 
institution hostile to the spirit of the laws of this country. 1 have successfully battled 
it and will continue so to do, Tt has not gained a point upon me ; and you by this 
time, must have a correct knowledge of what that share of your subscription has 
done which has been used for my prosecution and persecution, Like Paul and_Si- 
las, I have almost converted my Gaolers, and were it not for the thousand a year, 
that ties them to the other side, I should not despair of converting the Chaplain and 
Dr. England. Money is the foundation of all paid opinions. Money and corrupt 
power are the only obstacles to free discussion. 

In summing‘up its purposes, the Society professes to act by admonition and 
waming, to effect prevention, rather than by punishment. 1 certainly have had 
some connection with and some knowledge of this Society, and as far as 1 or any 
persons in my employ, or for the sale of similar publications, have been concerned, 
this profession is utterly false. If any members of this society had come to me, or 
if they were now to come, in the way of admonition, [ should have been, and now 
am, prepared to justify my conduct, to shew, that it has been, and that it is, good, 
useful and lawful. The sort of admonition, of which I have a knowledge, is, this, 
in the case of two persons, 

The first thing you hear of thisociety is an arrest, and an indictment, sometimes 
en arrest before an indictment. If you are frightened and ask to be let off, with a 
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promise not to do the same thing, for which you have been arrested, you find the 
Society, or its lawyer, Prichard rather, unappeasable, unless you will pay down 
thirty pounds as the preteaale expences incurred, and give up your stock of the 
books or prints disapproved@®f. You get neither admonition nor pity, until you 
have paid down thirty pounds; after which, you will find Mr, Pritchard, chuck- 
ling over your money, in a very good humour, a very pleasant man, and ready to 
give you the best advice imaginable. Such is my knowledge of this society. 

Reduced finances has long been the cry with the Society, indeed, I thought it 
extinct, until I saw the advertisement for this book. Never will it flourish again in 
this country. In its encounters with me, it fell upon a rock, Already it has 
moved out of a large house to a couple of chambers, and we may shortly expect to 
hear, that it makes its exit in the garrett of one of its persecuted non-divine female 
fortune-tellers. 

With respect to the names of the subscribers, T make a public request, that any 
person will, who can furnish me with any account of any one subscriber, man, 
woman, or priest, that is not consonant with the pretence to suppress vice in others, 
and T promise to print it. I was certainly informed, in 1819, that the Bishop of 
Durham,’then and now a suppressor of vice in others, a suppressor of disorderly 
houses, an old man of fourscore and ten, kept a concubine, in the face ef his ser- 
vants, Respecting nothing of the Church ceremony in marriage, I see nothing 
wrong in concubinage, where persons dwell together upon mutual honour; but for 
this bishop to have a concubine, he who preaches against it, who pronounces it a 
vice in others, who subscribes his money to prevent it, is a crying shame. If he 
has not mended, pray hang a lighted lanthern, a burning shame, at his door, in 
Grosvenor Square. _ 

The statement, at the conclusion, under the second head, is in many points 
false. There was never above three shops at a time in London, wherein the pro- 
secuted publications were openly sold, Ali the other booksellers sold privately, 
or only to known friends, and this they have continued to do, in the same man- 
ner to this day : and this, as a common principle of the trade, they will cortioue 
todo. I will satisfy any persons on this head by a reference to ny weekly lists 
of sale. Nor is it true, that | persist in the sale through the agency of needy in- 
dividuals. The persons, whom I have employed, have chiefly given up good situ- 
ations, or good seats of work as mechanics, where they could make more wages 
than I have given them, if this society will try on a few more prosecutions, I rather 
think, they will find some gentlemen forthcoming, much more respectable men 
than their lawyer Pritchard, Since the cessation of the last batch of prosecutions, 
I have been assured, by many respectable men, that they held themselves ready 
to come forth, the wwoment a deficiency was announced. Independent pf what I 
could find in London, I can be sure of shoals of men from the country. Doubtless, 
there have been some needy men come forth, ani this would be the case again ; 
but it has been only the exception to the general rule: and such men are to be 
preferred, on our side, where they are honest, have a little ability to improve, and 
no burthen in the way of family about them. 

Having made a very long letter, I must conclude, with the hope, that you, Sir, 
will no longer disgrace yourself, by subscribing to this society ; particularly, as 
the legality of the matter is very likely to be tried on some future day, in the in- 
dictment of some or all the known subscribers as conspirators. If Mr. Peel were 
consistent and Konest, he would certainly put down this nuisance, which he has 
pronounced illegal. 

I see, in your neighboushood, a true son of the church militant, Dr. Dupre. I 
hope he is your acquaintance, and that you will bring him on a visit tome. The 
Doctor has a lance for every Christian opponent, and combats furiously, I have 
long felt a wish to have him tried, as to what he can do with an atheist: and to . 
this end, I beg to invite him through you, and with you, to give me a set visit, 
apart from your official visit as a magistrate, You are, at least, one of the visiting 
magistrates in whom I have marked no peculiar venom towards me, and under 
that imrpession, I could converse with you respectfully. But mind, I admit no- 
thing of what you suppose, unless you prove as you go; not even a God for you 
to rest any argument upon as to his, her, or its attributes. I believe in nothing 
but things demonstrated, and make nothing more than suppositions calculations 
and inferences by analogy. I shall be able to shew Dr. Dupre the picture of his 
scripture God; but to satisfy me of a living reality, he must also produce it, 
Pray persuade the Doctor to come to see what sort of an animal is that atheist. 
END OF VOLUME XI. R. CARLILE. 
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